00304 


ELECIRICAL RELEASE 
1 Aug 62 


FUITILEL UNUSUAL £ SOVIEL/CULAH ADE 


RELALLONS Δ HOPED 


1. In addition to the Soviet cargo ships reported earlier as el route or 


possibly en route cure θ᾽ at Jeast two more, the F. VAVLLOV™ 


[᾿ τυ, 12999Gr] and the uaAN'[ULFH, 5620ur)], have departed the Black Sea 


declaring for Conakry with low cargo tonnages reported and are ‘ presently en 


route Cuba. Also, there is an indication that three more Soviel merchant ships 


are following the same general pattern. Yhese are: (a) FULLRURG + LSIMIEVSKLI 7 


(UYOK, 12816G!], which declor 


ed for Accra with 1398 tons of "General" cargo; 


(Ὁ) METALLURG BARDIN “CuRDP, 12285Gr], which declared for Conakry with 1438 tons 


of “Generel! cargo; and (c) MEYALLUNG BAJKOV “ uwau, L2o17et], which declared 


ror Casablanca with 149 {sic] 


tons "General" cargo. It is estimated that these 


ships may be en route Cuba. fidditionally, the cargo ships AL'MEL'EVSK “une, 


5419cT], DALTIISK “Auvin, 55850}}, and the IZHEVSK Aurcp, 55130}}, which departed 


the Baltic with unknown cargoes, and the KURA “TL UYSi , WgiSur), which departed the 


Black Sea with 227 tons of δ 


rain, are also presently en route Cuba. No unusual 


circumstances surround these last four sifips. 


2. Four of the cargo ships reported earlier, us possibly, are now 


definitely determined to be en route Cuba, i.e., the Il, ῬΙΘΟΟΥΖ F. KURCHATOV, 


LENINOGORSKY and the MEDHOGOR 


3. Thus far in the 3rd 


sK/ 


quarter of 1962, 21 Soviet merchant vessels 


representing 134,187 gross tons (plus 3 possible candidates toteling 36,838 


gross tons) ere either en τὸ 
The following chart provides 


erriving from the USSR (HOLE: 


ute or have arrived in Cuba from the Soviet Union. 
figures for comperison purposes of tonuages 


Figures represent gross Lomege of vessels 


involved, not of cargoes actually delivered): 
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3rd Qtr 61 hth Qtr 61 lst Qtr 62 2nd Qtr 62 
_ July 54,163 Oct 82,596 Jon 193,134 Apr 195,636 
Aug hh 576 Nov 36,389 Feb 199,862 May 133,953 
Sep 52,798 Dec 64, 938 Mar 83,798 Jun 1.68, 362 
Total: 151,557 103,923 eS 7 3,152 
Average 59,519 61,397 . 98,961 . 123, 383 


lh. The criteria for orlginally reporting this activity were: (a) the 
relatively large number of shlys departing the Black Sea and declaring for various 
porte on the African continent (port and cargo declarations from ships departing 
the Baltic are not normally noted; therefore, any asswuptions attributing anything 
out of the ordinary to their activity is purely conjectural); (») the fact that 


they ell declared very low cargo tonnages in comparison with their known cargo 


regarding 


capacities; and (5) a distinct lack of Gia 
cargoes and ports of departure/arrival. It mist be cautioned, however, thet 
diversionary port declarations by individual ships are not considered extra- 
ordinary. In this instance, the fact that so many ships within such a short 
period of time seamed to be employing this gambit was felt to be notevorthy. 
Indeed, it might have Leen considered even more extruomlinary if ull the ships 
had plainly declered for Cuba. - 


5. Therefore, when evidence became aveilable which tended to explain the 


facts in other than military terns (jj 
Po some of the apparently extravrdinury aspects of this 


merchant activity could reasonably be explained: (6) the light loading of 
the vessels might be a reflection of a Soviet inability to furnish industriel/ 
agricultural materials to the Cubans; (Ὁ) the military equipwent already in 
Cuba was in excess of what was needed or could be paid for; therefore, the 


ships were needed to export the material from Cuba (an unprecedented occurrence); 


and (c) 1ittie Se tre 01c would be expecled if the ships 


were not carrying anything but the stated cargo tomages. 
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6. There is some evidence to substantiate an asswaption that at least some 
of these ships may be carrying military cargo. It has been past experience that 
the Soviets generally attempt to conceal military shipnents by such means as 
declaring it "Varied" or "General" cargo. Δὲ least nine (not including the 
three possibilities noted in paragraph 1) of these vessels did, in fact, make 
such declarations which pennits the assessing of ea certain anount of the cargo 


to be possibly military. 


Hovever, it is considered that any assumptions concerning a general 


1. 


increase or a rapid acceleration of transport of militury equinmment from the 


USSR to Cuba is to be treated with extreme reserve. 


